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July 13, 2009.

For immediate release...  

Morgan County, MO... 

On July 13, 2009, Deputies with the Morgan County Sheriff's Office along with the United States Marshal's Service conducted spot inspections on sex offenders at their registered addresses.  

Federal and state laws require that sex offenders register with their local chief law enforcement officer, in this case the Morgan County Sheriff's Office.  Part of the registration process requires the offenders to list their current physical address.  If that address changes the offender is required to update the Sheriff's office.  

This information is required in order to maintain the sex offender registry, which notifies the public where the offender lives.  It is also used to determine if the sex offender is living near schools or daycares, which is a violation of law.  

All sex offenders, regardless of when they were convicted, are now required to register.  Failure to do so can result in additional criminal charges.  

Sex offender registry has become an important issue in recent years with the victimization and murder of several children by convicted sex offenders making national headlines. 

In this recent sweep the Sheriff's Office and Marshal's Service checked the physical addresses of over 50 offenders.  Charges will be applied for against those that were confirmed not to be living at the addresses on their registrations.  

“It is the intent of the sex offender laws, and the policy of this office, to protect the public from potential danger some of these offenders may present, “said Sheriff Jim Petty.  

For information on registered sex offenders in your area, including a list of offenders, the public can check the Missouri State Highway Patrol website.  

